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Introduction, summer schools, bike ride, Welsh weekend, tin collecting…

WELCOME

Hello.  Welcome to this new designed e-newsletter.  Do you like it?  Do you have any suggestions on how this can be improved to make it readable?

In case some of you do not know who I am – my name is Ian McDonald and I will be taking over from Wendy Adderley so she can put her feet up!  However I cannot do all the hard work myself alone so I will need your input for future issues.

At the moment we are hoping to run this newsletter on a monthly basis – preferably within the first fortnight of each month.  What do you think?  If you wish to submit items for next month newsletter please make sure you send them by the end of previous month.
In case you have not read the ydag minutes that Wendy sent to everyone a few weeks ago – on 3 March the ydag meeting took place at DELTA’s new headquarter in Peterborough.  It was agreed that a new group is to be created – DELTA Volunteers Group – to cater those who are ‘too old’ to be classed as ydag members.  The younger group aged 12 – 18 will be ydag members and the older group (dvg) will consists of those aged 18 onwards.  The dvg members would be acting as mentors for the ydag members and any new incomers.

SUMMER SCHOOLS

Have you all got your summer school forms?  Volunteers are needed to help at both DELTA Summer Schools.  If you haven’t got your forms please let me know and I will make sure you get them as soon as possible.  If you have the forms and are thinking of going but haven’t completed the forms, then please do complete the forms and get them sent in the post as soon as possible.  DELTA Summer Schools need your help.

North Summer School – Lancaster in Lancashire on Sunday 23 July to Thursday 27 July.  Five days for families with pre-school and primary deaf children.

South Summer School – Winchester in Hampshire on Friday 28 July to Tuesday 1 August.  Four days for families with pre-school deaf children.

REIGATE TO BRIGHTON BIKE RIDE 2006
The DELTA Bike Ride 2006 event will take place on Sunday 25 June 2006.

Last year five DELTA young volunteers cycled 47.5 miles from Reigate to Brighton and they had a great time.  The bike ride team will be reuniting again for DELTA Bike Ride 2006 and they are looking for new members to join their team.  See attached file in a separate email (which you should receive shortly).

However if you do not wish to cycle you can assist DELTA on the day by helping at one of the bike route check-points or at Ovingdean Hall School in Brighton (finishing line).

Please contact me on ian_s_mcd@hotmail.com if you are interested.

WELSH WEEKEND – TENBY, PEMBROKESHIRE

This is taking place at the weekend of 12 – 14 May 2006.  DELTA is running a family weekend and could do with some helpers to look after the children and to talk to families etc.  Subsistence, accommodation and travelling would be paid.

Please let Wendy Adderley know on wendy.adderley@deafeducation.org.uk if you are available to help.

EAST MIDLANDS FAMILY DAY – SATURDAY 10 JUNE 2006

We are holding a Family Information/Social Day at Conkers Park, Ashby de la Zouch on Saturday 10th June 2006 and we could do with some help to look after children in the morning whilst the parents attend workshops.  The afternoon will be free time to enjoy the park.  For more details please contact Wendy Adderley.

TIN COLLECTING EVENT – DEAF AWARENESS WEEK

It is Deaf Awareness Week on 1 – 7 May 2006.  At the ydag meeting in Peterborough a suggestion was made to hold a DELTA fundraising event during the week.  Laura McAuley agreed to organise an event in Leicester on Saturday 6 May 2006.  The reason for this is to promote DELTA to the general public as well as raising funds through tin collecting for DELTA (as well as ydag and dvg groups).  Unfortunately due to the licencing issues, the event has been postponed.

However Laura managed to find two alternative dates; Saturday 20th May or Saturday 27th May.  Laura will need as many volunteers as possible who are willing to give up a few hours on either of these dates to shake tins whilst wearing DELTA t-shirts and giving away the green wristbands that we had made last year!  Here she says:

I need to know how many people are willing to volunteer to rattle tins and giving away the DELTA wristbands in The Shires shopping centre on either of these dates.  It is possible we may also be able to do along Gallowtree Gate (where major stores Marks and Spencer, WHSmith, Topshop, Boots are located).

If I can get an idea of a number of volunteers then we can decide between us which date suits everyone best.  If you can make either dates, please let me know as we have to ‘book a space’ in The Shires so please be quick otherwise we may not get our first choice of date!

If I can get enough people I’m hoping to work on a rota basis.  So it might only take a couple of hours of your time on this day!  Once I get a rough idea of the number of helpers, I will be in touch with those people nearer the time to arrange a meeting point and other details.

As most of you know, the main purpose of this event was to promote DELTA during Deaf Awareness week.  Whilst we realise it is no longer going to be during that week, there is no harm in still raising awareness as well as a bit of extra cash!

Many thanks and I really hope you will be able to come along, the more the merrier!

Cheers and hope to see you there!

Laura McAuley.

Please contact Laura on lazz36@hotmail.com if you are willing to help.

FUNDRAISING

As Laura is organising a DELTA fundraising event in May, DELTA will still need your help to raise funding.  If you have any ideas or suggestions we could do to raise funding please contact Edward Rex on superted185@hotmail.com.  Ideas for next year Deaf Awareness Week are welcome.  We need to show the general public that deaf people can talk and hear things.

NEW MEMBER

Welcome to Sarah Marsden.  Sarah has found out about DELTA through Becky Marchmont who is a school friend of hers and is coming to this year’s Lancaster Summer School to help out.  Sarah writes:

My name is Sarah Marsden, I am 17 years old and I currently reside in Urmston. At the moment i am still at college and attend Loreto Grammar School in Altrincham with Becky Marchmont. I would like to continue my education at University, where I wish to study Nursing. I have been involved in the Duke Of Edinburgh Award scheme for the past year now, and i have complete the majority of my silver award. I find this program highly stimulating and lots of fun. I have made lots of new friends on this course which has helped me to further improve my social and communication skills. I enjoy socialising with my friends, and having just generally having a good time.
Welcome Sarah it sounds as though you’ll fit in really well and we look forward to meeting you at Lancaster Summer School.

… AND FINALLY

What would you like to see in future issues?  If you have news to share with everyone please do contact me.

How can we improve this newsletter?  Your views are important!  Do you think we should have a profile on each member where they answer such questions?  Is this a good way of introducing yourself and learning about others in the fellowship?

WHISPER FROM DELTA

“Hi Everyone.  Ian thanks for a brilliant first newsletter it’s great to see it’s in good hands…and no I won’t be putting my feet up, I wish!!!  We’re as busy as ever arranging meetings and events etc which we’ll keep you up to date with through this newsletter. Keep up the good work.  Wendy x “

… AND IT IS GOODNIGHT FROM ME
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	That’s all for now folks.  Please do keep in touch.

Regards,

Ian McDonald

ydag / dvg newsletter

ian_s_mcd@hotmail.com


